STATE OF MICHIGAN
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

POLICIESFOR CREATING EFFECTIVE
LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

ate education standards. While we recognize children face physical, emotiond, socid, or cultura
riers to learning, schools can help overcome these and other obstacles by providing a safe and
supportive learning environment.

ga:a Board of Education policies have sought to ensurethat dl children have the opportunity to meet

hile many factors, including qudity of curriculum and teeching strategies are criticaly important

to student achievement, student ability to achieve aso is strongly influenced by the learning

environment within every school building, school system, and community. Thefollowing policies
supplement and bolster existing State Board of Education policiesrelated to Character Education, Family
Involvement, and Safe Schools. These policies dso reaffirm the good work undertaken by teachers and
adminigrators in these areas, and identify ways in which schools and communities can work together for
the benefit of dl children in Michigan.

POLICIES

learning environment.  Schools that are structured using a research-based approach, with

support of learning as the primary god, are most successful toward creating quaity school
environments.  Further, quality schools stress responsibility for every adult and student member, foster
family and community involvement, and provide appropriate resources for sudentsand staff. Therefore
itisthepalicy of the State Boar d of Education that public schools periodically assesstheir current
lear ning environments and implement strategiesto strengthen and maintain a positivelearning
climate.

We believe that schools and communities can promote educational success by fostering ahedlthy

e recognize that a child’s intellectud growth cannot take place without having met his or her

basic physicd needs. Thecurriculumfor every child' spreschool through high school experience

should include the opportunity to participatein physica education. Every child should havethe
opportunity to maximize his or her own hedlth through the knowledge and skills that are taught in these
critica subject areas. Therefore, it isthepalicy of the State Boar d of Education that public schools
offer daily recess periods or periods of physical activity for all elementary and middle school
students, and offer physical education programsthat promote physical activitiesfor all students,
with accommodationsfor_children who need them.




place so that what istaught in classispracticed in daily life. Reportsfrom the Nationa Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention continue to cite regular physca activity, proper nutrition,
and prevention of the use of tobacco askey factorstoward improving overal hedlthfor children. Nuitrition,
for example, plays an important part in the learning process. Medls served in schools, whether breakfast
or lunch, should be attractively prepared and presented and adhere to appropriate dietary guidelines for
children. Therefore, it is the policy of the State Board of Education that public schools help
students and familiesmake good health choicesfor lifelong benefit.

We believe that a school’s climate and environmental support for hedthy behaviors must be in

e acknowledgethat respect for dl sudentsand belief inthe potentia for success of each student

by al members of a school staff are critical to student academic success. A respectful and

caring climate makes it possible for students to fed safe and secure in school and enables
learning to take place. This respect and caring must be communicated and practiced between
adminigrationand staff, among staff members, both professiona and para-professiona, and between staff
and parents, aswell as between staff and students and between student and student. Therefore, it isthe
policy of the State Board of Education that public schools promote safe lear ning environments
by ensuring that appropriate behaviors are modeled by staff and practiced by students.

These Policies for Creeting Effective Learning Environments are guidelines for loca schoolsasthey work
to achieve pogtive learning atmospheres for dl Michigan children. These Policies shall also serve as
the policy framework for the Department of Education, as well as programs in other state
adminigtrative agencies over which the State Board of Education possesses policymaking
authority. The State Board shall dso use this policy framework to develop recommendations for the
Legidaure, the Governor, and state agencies; to formulate grant criteria; and to develop and implement
other State Board programs, activities and policies. These Policies for Creating Effective Learning
Environments shdl be effective with the commencement of the 2000-2001 academic school year.
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